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Welcome to the Eighth Annual Sean-nós NW Festival! 
 
 
 

Greetings Everyone, 
On behalf of the Sean-nós NW Festival, I am pleased to welcome you all to Olympia! Our 
mission is to teach and promote the performance of Irish sean-nós (“old style”) singing and 
dancing, and to celebrate aspects of Irish culture, including traditional instrumental music 
and the use of the Irish language (Gaeilge). To that end, we produce this festival each year to 
help sustain a vibrant community of sean-nós dancers and musicians across the Pacific 
Northwest, with strong connections to the musicians, singers, and dancers in Ireland. 
 
This weekend we again offer two full days of workshops that will serve to introduce each of 
you to the artistry of sean-nós singing, conversations in the Irish language, dancing reels and 
jigs, and the art of drawing Celtic knots and animals. Further events in the day include 
instruction on particular musical instruments and a classic Irish-language film. A concert 
featuring the festival’s instructors closes out the day. We continue on Sunday with more 
workshops in the morning and afternoon, ending the festival with master classes on song, 
language, dance, and fiddle. Our evening session at the Cooper Point Public House on 
Sunday night features not only all the teachers but all of you as well! Join us! 
 
New this year is a “Sampler Program” for beginners, which offers an introduction to each of 
our subject matters in a welcoming and supporting environment.  This program is separate 
from our regular workshops so new participants can learn about the various subjects without 
feeling overwhelmed or intimidated by more experienced participants.  We ask that you not 
switch between programs and let the Sampler Program participants have the space and 
freedom to learn at their own pace. 
 
As a full-weekend participant, you are welcome to join any of the regular program 
workshops; your greatest challenge will be selecting which aspect to explore: the Irish 
language? Learning to lilt? Dancing a jig? Good luck making your choices, and please enjoy 
yourselves.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Seán Williams 
2015 Sean-nós NW Festival 
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Campus Map and Café Locations 
 

A full campus map is included at the beginning of this program.   
A close-up map of the relevant part of campus is below.  

 
We recommend you park in Lot C, as it is closest to the festival location. 

All classes are held in the Communications Building. 
 

For on-campus meal options: 
The Greenery is open for complete meals including gluten-free and vegan options  

Brunch hours 11 am – 2 pm and dinner hours 5 – 8 pm 
Einstein Bros Bagels is open for coffee, bagels, and sandwiches for both breakfast and lunch  

Hours 8:30 am – 2:30 pm 
All other campus eateries are closed on weekends. 

Vending machines are available in both the Communications Building and Seminar II Building. 
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Are you new to the whole “Irish thing”? 
 
Welcome! We’re especially glad you joined us! Here is some helpful information and a few 
answers to common questions we are asked. 
 
Our Session and Concert 
If you’ve never been to an Irish session, you’re in for a treat! These are casual get-togethers 
that are common in Ireland. A session is kind of like a no-host party at the local pub. 
Musicians will play tunes, dancers might get up and show off their steps, and singers will 
entertain those in attendance with their melodies. If you’re lucky, you might even get to hear 
a famous poem or funny story. Our festival session will be held at Cooper Point Public 
House. There is no cover charge for this get together, but food and drinks are on your own. 
 
The Sean-nós NW Festival is also proud to offer a concert as part of our festival, featuring 
each of our instructors demonstrating their craft. You’ll be able to hear and see some of the 
best traditional singing and dancing around! Tickets to the concert are included in the full-
weekend pass. A limited number of tickets may also be available separately for those who 
can’t come to both days of workshops. 
 
What should I bring and what should I wear? 
Our festival is very casual. Jeans are completely appropriate. Since it is February in the 
Pacific Northwest, we recommend you wear layers to account for our ever-changing 
weather. 
 
We recommend that you bring a notepad. If you’re going to take one or more dance classes, 
you should bring a water bottle and appropriate shoes (character shoes, ballroom dance 
shoes, penny loafers, or men’s leather dress shoes are good choices if you don’t have 
dedicated dance shoes). NO METAL TAPS, PLEASE! Wood taps are fine. 
 
If you do not select the catered lunch option when you registered, lunch is on your own. 
Please feel free to bring a lunch, but be aware we don’t have refrigerators or microwaves 
available.  There are not any chain-type restaurants within walking distance, but there are 
three café options available on campus if you don’t want to drive into town.  If you do bring 
a lunch or grab a quick bite at one of the on-campus cafés, please feel free to bring it back to 
the Communications Building and join those who did get the catered lunch.  
 
Please feel free to ask us questions! We’re here to share knowledge – don’t be afraid to ask! 
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IRISH CULTURAL SAMPLER PROGRAM SCHEDULE – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2015 
ALL CLASSES IN ROOM 117 

9:00 Registration Opens – Communications Building Lobby 

9:30 Welcome/Orientation -- Experimental Theater Room 124 

10:00-10:50 
Introduction to the Irish Language 

Bob Burke 
Irish language teacher Bob Burke will give an overview of the Irish language, 

known as Gaeilge or Irish Gaelic.   

11:00-Noon 
Introduction to Irish Singing 

David Ingerson 
Singer David Ingerson will demonstrate some of the characteristics that 

make Irish singing unique and will teach attendees an Irish song. 

Noon-1:00 Catered Lunch, Room 308 

1:00-2:50 
The Emerald Isle:  Pictures, 

Discussion and Q&A 
Panel with Seán Williams 

Have questions about Ireland or Irish culture?  This panel discussion will 
show pictures from all around Ireland, discuss various aspects of Irish 

culture, and answer your questions. 

3:00-3:30 
Storytelling, Short Films, and Poetry 

Recitation 
Kimberly Goetz 

Storyteller Kimberly Goetz will recite a poem, show an Irish storyteller, and 
show two short Irish films. 

3:30-4:00 Tea and Treats – Lobby Area 

4:00-5:00 
Irish Music and Dance 

Siobhán Butler with Danny O’Mahony 

Dancer Siobhán Butler will demonstrate Sean-nós, “Old Style” Step, and 
modern Step Dancing. 

Accordion player Danny O’Mahony will explain about the basics of Irish 
music, including the difference between a jig and a reel and some other 

aspects of Irish tunes to listen for. 
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SEAN-NÓS NORTHWEST REGULAR WORKSHOPS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2015 

 
Singing 

Workshops 
ROOOM 110 

Language 
Workshops 
ROOM 323 

Dance 
Workshops 
ROOM 124 

Music 
Workshops 
ROOM 355 

Culture 
Workshops 
ROOM 320 

9:00 Registration opens -- Coffee and tea available 

9:30 Welcome/Orientation -- Experimental Theater Room 124 

10:00 Intro to Sean-nós Singing 
Seán Williams 

Intro to Gaeilge 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

Room open for warm up Elements of Irish Style 
Dale Russ Cré na Cille  

(Irish Language Film) 
Introduced by Kimberly 

Goetz 

10:30 Sean-nós Basics – All 
Levels (beginners 

welcome) 
Alicia Guinn with Tes 

Slominski 

11:00 Songs in English 
Brian Ó hAirt 

Continued Intro to 
Gaeilge 

Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

O’Mahony meets 
Carmody 

Danny O’Mahony 11:30 

12:00 
Catered Lunch, Room 308 

12:30 

1:00 
Dialects of Sean-nós 

Singing  
Brian Ó hAirt 

The Cultural 
Importance of Gaeilge 

Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

Sean-nós Jigs 
Siobhán Butler with 
Danny O’Mahony 

“Especially Danceable” 
Tunes 

Tes Slominski 

Celtic Knotwork 
Jill Sattler 

1:30 

2:00 

2:30 Song Circle 
David Ingerson 

Gaeilge Games 
Bob Burke 

Intro to Set Dancing 
Alicia Guinn with Dale 

Russ 

Slow Session 
Led by Tes Slominski 

Irish Whistle 
Riley McLaughlin 3:00 

3:30 Tea and Treats – Lobby Area 

4:00 Lilting for Singers and 
Dancers (Joint Session) 

Brian Ó hAirt/ Alicia Guinn 
IN DANCE ROOM 124 

Continuing Gaeilge 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

Lilting for Singers and 
Dancers (Joint Session) 

Brian Ó hAirt/Alicia Guinn 

Jigs 
Dale Russ  

Irish Cooking  
Seán Williams 

IN LOUNGE ROOM 307 4:30 

 Dinner Break – on your own 

7:30 Concert – Traditions Café, Fifth & Water Street, Downtown Olympia 
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SEAN-NÓS NORTHWEST REGULAR WORKSHOPS SCHEDULE:  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2015 

 
Singing 

Workshops 
ROOOM 110 

Language 
Workshops 
ROOM 323 

Dance 
Workshops 
ROOM 124 

Music 
Workshops 
ROOM 355 

Culture 
Workshops 
ROOM 320 

9:30 Registration opens -- Coffee and tea available 

10:00 Review/Q&A Review/Q&A Room open for warm up  The Future of the 
SNNW Festival:  Open 

Discussion 10:30 
Mythology in Song 

Mary McLaughlin (via 
Skype) 

Intermediate Gaeilge 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

More Sean-nós Reels 
Siobhán Butler with Tes 

Slominski 

Hornpipes 
Dale Russ 

11:00 Gaeilge Themes in Irish 
Short Films 

Kimberly Goetz 11:30 

12:00 
Catered Lunch, Room 308 

12:30 

1:00 

Big Songs 
Brian Ó hAirt 

Irish Names 
Seán Williams 

Improvisation and 
Performance Skills 

Alicia Guinn with Danny 
O’Mahony 

Reels 
Dale Russ 

Celtic Animals and 
Knotwork 
Jill Sattler  

1:30 

2:00 

2:30 Light-hearted Songs 
Brian Ó hAirt 

Intermediate Gaeilge 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

Intro to Old Style Step 
Siobhán Butler with Tes 

Slominski 

Music from Kerry 
Danny O’Mahony 

The Celtic Calendar 
Seán Williams 3:00 

3:30 Tea and Treats – Lobby Area 

4:00 
Singing Intensive 

Brian Ó hAirt 

Language Intensive/ 
Conversational 

Gaeilge 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin 

Sean-nós Dance 
Intensive/Master Class 
Alicia Guinn with Danny 

O’Mahony 

Fiddle Master Class 
Dale Russ 

The Irish Storytelling 
Tradition 

Kimberly Goetz 4:30 

 Travel time 

6:00-? Festival Session, Cooper Point Public House, 3002 Harrison Avenue NW, Olympia (next to Umpqua Bank) 
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REGULAR PROGRAM CLASS DESCRIPTIONS 
 
We’re pleased to once again offer classes from outstanding teachers on Irish singing, dancing, 
language, and traditional cultural arts. In response to suggestions and special requests, we’ve 
again made some changes to our program. We hope you find the workshops interesting and 
informative. 
 

Singing Workshops 
This year, our singing workshops provide a variety of options to allow attendees to focus on 
their own goals, whether that is building a repertoire or focusing on technique. We have also 
added courses specifically focusing on the use of the Irish language in sean-nós singing and 
songs from the mythological tradition. 
 
Introduction to Sean-nós Singing 
This introductory-level course will provide participants with an overview of sean-nós singing 
and singing in the Irish language. No singing or Irish-language skills or prior experience is 
needed, and handouts will be provided. 
 
Songs in English 
The English-language counterpart to sean-nós singing is frequently referred to as 
“traditional” singing and is similar in style and structure. This introductory-level course will 
provide an overview of traditional singing in English. No prior singing experience is required 
and handouts will be provided. 
 
Dialects of Sean-nós Singing 
Sean-nós singing has many styles that are inherent to the various Gaeltachta where the 
tradition still thrives. Come listen to examples of these regional dialects and the many ways 
that these dialects vary in language, repertoire and style.  No singing or Irish-language skills or 
prior experience is needed, but absolute beginners would benefit from attending the first 
introductory course earlier in the day.  Handouts will be provided. 
 
Song Circle 
This is an opportunity for participants to exchange and discuss their favorite songs.  Please 
bring a song to share with others!  No written materials will be distributed for this session. 
 
Lilting 
Lilting, sometimes called “mouth music,” is a form of singing focusing on rhythm and tune 
with less importance on the words being sung. Lilting can also be a source of music for 
dancers.  This workshop will introduce this singing style to all levels of singers and dancers. 
Handouts will be provided. 
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Mythology in Song 
The Irish Otherworld is rooted in mythology and refers to that dimension believed to be 
populated by both departed human souls and the deposed Gods and Goddesses of the 
inhabitants of the ancient pre-Christian world, the Tuatha De Danaan, more commonly 
known as the ‘fairies’.  The Otherworld is separated from the material world by a ‘veil’ that 
becomes thin at certain times, allowing for breakthrough – on either side. Some songs tell an 
otherworld story, others are believed to carry the energy of the otherworld and are thus 
considered ‘cursed’ while others (notably keens) provide an important link between the two 
worlds.  During this class you will learn some of these songs, songs that are on either side of 
the veil. 
 
Big Songs 
The “big songs” of the sean-nós tradition are lyrical songs that interweave storytelling and 
emotion conveyed through phrasing and ornamentation. The ranges of these songs tend to 
be wide and command of Irish important therefore this intermediate-level workshop is 
intended for those with at least some sean-nós or traditional singing experience and some 
skill with the Irish language. Handouts will be provided. 
 
Light-Hearted Songs 
The “silly songs” of the sean-nós tradition focus on nonsensical stories or exaggerated events 
or even a play on words but also include aspects of lullabies, work songs, and children’s 
rhymes. With fairly simple melodies but often tricky phrasing and meter, beginner singers are 
welcome, but more advanced students can use the course to help build their repertoire as 
well.  No prior experience is required and handouts will be provided. 
 
Sean-nós Singing Intensive/Master Class 
Have a particular passage in your favorite song that you find challenging? Aren’t quite sure 
how to ornament a particular section? Bring a copy of the song and consult with an expert. 
This workshop is an opportunity for experienced singers to consult one-on-one with the 
instructor and get input from their fellow master-level students. Beginning students are 
welcome to sit in and listen, but participants are expected to have considerable prior 
experience. There are no handouts for this class, but participants are strongly encouraged to 
bring copies of their selections. 
 

Language Workshops 
This year, we continue our previous focus on helping participants build and refine their Irish-
language skills by continuing to offer both traditional Gaeilge classes as well as Irish-language 
games.  
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Introduction to Gaeilge  
This course will introduce you to the basics of the Irish language, including basic 
pronunciation, sentence structure, and some common phrases. Participants are not expected 
to have any prior language experience. Handouts will be provided. 
 
Introduction to Gaeilge Games 
Learn more about the Irish language in a fun way by playing games. It is best if you have a bit 
of Gaeilge experience, such as the intro-level Gaeilge course. This course does not have 
handouts, but you may win a prize! 
 
The Cultural Importance of Gaeilge 
“A land without a language is a land without a soul.”  Most people in Ireland speak English, 
with the exception of some Gaeltacht areas where Irish is the predominant language.  This 
session will feature a short film and a discussion of how preservation of Gaeilge influences 
Irish society.  Handouts will be provided.  
 
Intermediate Gaeilge 
Building on the skills gained in the introductory-level course, the intermediate session covers 
topics such as irregular verbs, aspiration, and eclipses. Participants either should have prior 
Irish-language experience or should have taken the introductory-level courses earlier in the 
weekend. Handouts will be provided. 
 
Irish Names 
We will start with a discussion of where Irish names come from (Donegal, Cork, Dublin?) 
and what they mean.  Bring your own family names and do a little investigating about 
location and migration patterns, and learn how to spell your name in Irish! 
 
Conversational Gaeilge/Master Class 
This course is intended for speakers who have a basic understanding of conversational Irish. 
Participants who are very comfortable with the intermediate-level course should find this 
workshop challenging but understandable. Students who are new to Irish-language studies are 
welcome to listen in, but will likely not be able to participate. 
 

Dance Workshops 
Sean-nós dance may be the most personal of the traditional courses SNNW offers. To 
emphasize how each dancer’s approach and philosophy affects their performance, we are 
offering workshops from a variety of instructors. Handouts are typically not part of dance 
workshops. 
 



11 

Sean-nós Dancing Basics 
Ever wanted to dance a step or two on St. Patrick’s Day but didn’t know how? Here’s your 
chance to learn! This class will introduce you to the principles of sean-nós reels, the most 
common type of sean-nós step.  Beginners will focus on the Basic Step danced in 
Connemara. Participants do not need any prior dance experience. All skill levels are welcome.  
This is a repertoire building class. 
 
Sean-nós Jig Steps 
While far less common than reels, jigs have been gaining popularity among sean-nós dancers. 
This workshop is best suited to dancers with some previous experience, although beginning 
dancers can also participate. We recommend that beginning dancers have taken at least the 
“Introduction to Sean-nós Dance” workshop and have a good feel for the differences 
between reels and jigs.  This is a repertoire building class. 
 
Intro to Set Dancing 
Set dancing is social dancing, much like American square dancing.  It’s fast and fun!  (And 
you can even practice your sean-nós steps as battering steps if you want.)   
 
Lilting 
Lilting, sometimes called “mouth music,” is a form of singing focusing on rhythm and tune 
with less importance on the words being sung. Lilting can also be a source of music for 
dancers.  This workshop will introduce this singing style to all levels of singers and dancers. 
Handouts will be provided.  This is a skill building class. 
 
More Sean-nós Reel Steps 
Reels are the most common type of sean-nós steps. This workshop is appropriate for dancers 
at all skill levels, but we recommend beginning dancers have taken at least the “Introduction 
to Sean-nós Dance” workshop and can do the Connemara basic step.  This is a repertoire 
building class.  
 
Improvisation and Performance Skills 
Unlike many other forms of dancing, sean-nós dancing is improvisational. Learning how to 
arrange steps in new and innovative ways is one of the most challenging aspect of sean-nós 
dance. This class is appropriate for intermediate-level students; the introductory-level courses 
may or may not be sufficient, depending on the dancer’s prior experience.  This is a skill 
building class. 
 
Intro to Old Style Step 
Old Style Step dancing is related to sean-nós dancing, but is more formal and less 
improvisational.  Originally taught by travelling dance masters, Old Style Step is still a popular 
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dance style in Ireland.  This class is appropriate for all skill levels, but intermediate-level 
students will have an easier time picking up the choreography.  This is a skill building class. 
 
Sean-nós Dance:  Master Class/Connecting to the Music  
What makes a tune a “good” dance tune?  How do you know what tunes to dance to?  This 
workshop is an opportunity for dancers to gain insight into the music that they are dancing to 
and use that knowledge to enhance their personal dance style. Beginning students are 
welcome, but participants may find that prior dance experience is helpful.  Absolute 
beginners may find it more helpful to simply sit and observe the class and are welcome to do 
so. 
 

Music Workshops 
As requested, we have increased the number of music workshops this year, featuring both 
fiddle sessions as well as general music workshops.  
 
Elements of Irish Style 
This workshop will focus on what makes Irish music sound “Irish.”   
 
O’Mahony meets Carmody 
This session will focus on a reflection on the musical life of accordionist Tom Carmody from 
Co. Kerry (1893-1986). 
 
“Especially Danceable” Tunes 
What makes a tune “especially danceable”?  What tunes do sean-nós dancers especially like to 
dance to?  Come to this session to discuss and learn a couple of tunes. 
 
Slow Session 
This session is intended to provide participants a chance to play, even if you’re not up to 
playing at a real session.  Bring your instrument and come to the session! 
 
Jigs 
This session will focus on Irish jigs. 
 
Hornpipes 
This session will focus (surprise!) on Hornpipes. 
 
Reels 
Reels are a foundation of Irish music, especially when playing for dancers.  This session will 
focus on reels and their place in Irish music. 
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Music from Kerry 
Each area in Ireland has its own unique style, and Kerry is no different.  Come learn about 
what makes Kerry unique! 
 
Fiddle Master Class 
This workshop is an opportunity for fiddle players to work one-on-one with a professional 
fiddle player and learn new techniques for challenging tunes. This course is intended for 
advanced students only. 
 

Culture Workshops 
Cré na Cille – Graveyard Clay (an Irish-language Film) 
Based on the Gaeilge novel by Máirtín Ó Cadhain, this film features a cast of Connemara 
Gaeilge speakers. Set in a Connemara graveyard, the story focuses on the rivalry between two 
sisters that continues into the afterlife.  This film is an excellent example of the dark humor 
so often found in traditional Irish storytelling, but provides a more modern portrayal of 
women in Irish culture.  It is entirely in Gaeilge with English subtitles. It does not have a 
MPAA rating, but does contain some violence and has an Irish rating of 15 years and over. 
 
Beginning Celtic Knotwork 
Learn the basic steps that are involved in creating borders and simple knot design. In this 
class we will begin with the idea of mirroring and repeating a simple design. No prior 
knotwork experience is necessary. Supplies will be provided. 
 
Irish Whistle 
So you’ve figured out the whistle and know a few tunes. What’s next? We’ll go over some 
paths for exploration with ornaments, phrasing and breathing, and get you on the way to 
finding your own voice on the Irish whistle. 
 
Irish Cooking 
Come learn about traditional Irish ingredients and the ways in which they combine with 
contemporary cooking practices. Sample arán donn (brown bread) and champ. Each 
participant will receive a set of recipes for a complete meal for six people from Sean’s book, 
The Ethnomusicologists’ Cookbook. 
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The Future of the SNNW Festival:  Open Discussion 
Come discuss where the Sean-nós Northwest Festival has been and where we are going.  We 
want your input – come tell us what you’d like us to offer, suggestions you have, and how we 
should reach out to our community! 
 
Gaeilge Themes in Irish Short Films 
This session will feature four Irish Shorts with a common theme.  Want to know the theme?  
Come join us!  We’ll watch and discuss.  
 
Celtic Animals and Knotwork  
This session will focus on knotwork and designs of animals. Prior knot work experience is 
helpful. Supplies will be provided. 
 
The Celtic Calendar 
The calendrical cycle includes the four major holidays of Samhain, Imbolc, Bealtaine, and 
Lúghnasadh. In this class we will explore what each holiday means and how the progression 
through the year moves between male and female energies; we will also discuss how this 
historical progression led to the “school year” calendar that we all follow today. 
 
The Irish Storytelling Tradition 
This session will feature videos of some of the best Irish storytellers around, both past and 
present.   
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INSTRUCTORS 
Bob Burke: Irish Language 
Bob learned Irish as a second language as an adult. He has an interest in the 
ways in which adults learn a second language and is committed to teaching in a 
friendly, non-threatening atmosphere using the communicative approach to 
language learning. He has taught at immersion programs in both the US and 

Canada. Bob has attended various Irish language courses in Ireland and has a certificate, 
earned in Ireland, in teaching adult learners. He has had articles published in “Comhar” and 
in the online magazine “Beo.” He has previously taught at Clark College in Vancouver and at 
Portland Community College. From 2003-2014, he taught both Beginning and Intermediate 
Irish at Marylhurst University. 
 

Siobhán Butler:  Sean-nós Dance 
Siobhán has performed and collaborated internationally with many of the 
leading traditional artists including but not limited to The Yanks, Kevin Burke, 
Cherish the Ladies, Nic Gareiss, Tony Demarco, Kieran Jordan, Patrick 
Ourceau with Tony McManus, and Sandy Silva, as well as a European tour with 

the renowned Irish dance show, Rhythm of the Dance. With over 15 years of dance 
experience, Siobhán’s style is a well balanced mix of musicality, elegance, and felicity. She is 
continually inspired by percussive dance traditions from around the world including Ireland, 
Appalachia, Quebec, Cape Breton, and Andalusia among others which ultimately manifests 
into a completely unique perspective. 

 
Liam Ó Cuinneagáin:  Gaeilge 
One of the founding directors of Oideas Gael in County Donegal, Liam spent 
over twenty years as a primary teacher and school principal in Dublin and has 
taught the language at every level. He is a well-known language activist and 
recently completed his second of two terms, totaling ten years, as Cathaoirleach 

(Chairman) of Údarás na Gaeltachta, the agency responsible for the cultural and economic 
well-being of the Gaeltacht regions throughout Ireland.   
 

Kimberly Goetz: Storytelling and Festival Director 
Kimberly has extensive experience in both public speaking and performance. 
She founded and taught the Thurston County TeenWorks Shakespeare 
Program and was a guest instructor for the inaugural session of the Capital 
Theater’s “Shakespeare Experience.” She was recognized for her public 

speaking skills at the 1991 National Speech Tournament where she won a Gold Award in 
Impromptu Speaking. Kimberly was the Golf Production Team Leader for the Richard Karn 
StarDays Celebrity-Amateur Golf Tournament for two years, where she was responsible for 
organizing and supervising approximately 100 celebrity and 400 amateur golfers, including 
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the final televised round each year.  Kimberly is a frequent lecturer on topics related to public 
policy, business, and the environment and recently published her first book  
 

Alicia Guinn: Sean-nós Dance 
Alicia currently teaches sean-nós, set, and céilí dancing in the Seattle area. She is 
one of only a handful of dancers teaching sean-nós dancing in America. Alicia 
started dancing as an adult while living in Northern Ireland in 1997. Since then, 
she has studied set and sean-nós dancing in Galway, Ireland, taught Irish dance 

workshops for festivals across the United States, and had the honor of dancing on stage with 
traditional musicians like Johnny B. Connolly, Kevin Burke, Dale Russ, and Liz Carroll and 
John Doyle. Her sean-nós style incorporates steps learned directly from Galway dancers 
including Pádraig Ó hOibicín, Róisín Ní Mhainín, Máire Áine Ní Iarnáin, Rónán Regan, and 
Seosamh Ó Neachtain. 

 
Brían Ó hAirt:  Sean-nós Singing 
Brían has performed extensively in the United States at the Milwaukee Irish 
Festival, Chicago Celtic Festival, Sean-nós Milwaukee and the Traditional 
Singers Club of the Twin Cities and in Ireland at Lá na nAmhrán, Cruinniú na 
mBád, the Ennis Trad Festival and Cuairt na mBàrd.  He has also had the 

distinction of being a singer to the President of Ireland, Dr. Mary McAleese.  His recordings 
have been featured on many radio programs in Ireland including Céilí House on RTÉ and 
Lán a’ Mhála on RnG as well as on various NPR programs in the States.  He is likewise a 
noted instrumentalist of accordion, concertina and whistle and plays with Milwaukee-based 
group Cé, and more recently with Chicago-based Bua, both of which Irish Music Magazine 
has lauded for their distinct talent and innovation in the vein of traditional music. 
 

David Ingerson:  Traditional Singing 
David has been singing traditional Irish songs for over 30 years. He has visited 
Ireland eleven times attending music and singing festivals, collecting songs and 
researching their backgrounds, and studying the Irish language. During his visits 
he has studied traditional singing under dozens of Irish singers, including Paddy 

Tunney, Róisín White, Séamus MacMathúna, and Lillis Ó Laoire. He has performed on the 
stages of folk clubs throughout the Northwest, including the Northwest Folklife Festival in 
Seattle, and presented workshops at folk singing camps and festivals. 
 

Danny O’Mahony:  Accordion 
Danny is a traditional musician from Ballyduff in North County Kerry. He grew 
up playing music with the older generation of musicians in his locality. His late 
father Mick had a very positive influence on Danny as a young child and 
nurtured his keen ear and interest in traditional Irish music. Danny’s musical 

style is expressive and deeply personal, and reflects his affinity with the music of past masters.  
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Danny’s performance abilities have been acknowledged through winning Junior & Senior All-
Ireland titles and graduating from the University of Limerick with a Masters in Performance.  
Danny has regularly performed on RTÉ, TG4, RTÉ Radio One, Lyric FM, and Raidió na 
Gaeltachta. In 2009, Danny revived The Shannon Vale Céilí Band. The original band was 
formed in Ballyduff, Co. Kerry by fiddler Dr. Mick Sweeney in 1959. The Shannon Vale Céilí 
Band won the prestigious All-Ireland Senior Céilí Band title at Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann, 
2011.   
 

Mary Mc Laughlin:  Irish Language and Singing 
Mary is a singer/songwriter/teacher who is steeped in the Ulster Gaelic song 
tradition of her native Ireland where she was born and raised.  Mary records, 
performs and teaches workshops in singing skills, performance technique, and 
Gaelic song and culture and Irish language.  She has toured extensively 

throughout North America teaching and performing at Celtic/Irish camps.  Her Irish is 
Ulster dialect and she has studied since childhood in Donegal.  After living for 17 years in the 
US, Mary has recently relocated to Ireland where she is pursuing a PhD and an academic 
career.   
 

Riley McLaughlin:  Tin Whistle 
Multi-instrumentalist Riley McLaughlin reconnected with his Irish roots and 
took up whistles over a quarter century ago. He has performed in various roles 
in a number of bands and is a founding member of the Olympia-based Burren 
Boys, currently working on its second CD. 
 
Dale Russ:  Fiddle 
Dale started playing the fiddle in 1973 when first moving to Washington State 
from his native Connecticut. In 1990 he was invited to perform at the first 
Boston College Irish Music Festival “My Love is in America” featuring 16 of 
the finest Irish fiddle players living in the States. The concert was recorded and 

released by Green Linnet Records and won an award from the Smithsonian Institute as 
“Traditional Recording of the Year.” His playing is known for its balance of power and 
elegance.  He was a founding member in 1977 of the Seattle Irish band “No Comhaile” and 
is also a former member of the Seattle Irish band “The Suffering Gaels.”  
 

Jill Sattler: Art 
Jill Sattler has been constructing and designing Celtic knotwork since 2010. 
After attending Sean Williams’ Irish Studies program at Evergreen State 
College in 2009-2010, worked with Cari Buziak of Aon Celtic Art as an 
apprentice, learning how to weave, create, and design her own ideas. During 

the Ireland program, she also wrote an Irish children’s story about a magical harp that holds 
music, which she later illustrated and self-published. Her love of Ireland directs her art form, 
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and has propelled her into graduate school. She holds a MFA from Pacific Northwest 
College of Art. Jill’s passion for Celtic knotwork shines through her and shows up in her 
teaching style. 
 

Tes Slominski:  Fiddle 
Despite being the granddaughter of an old-time banjo player and the descendent 
of a Scottish immigrant who came to the U.S. as a ship’s fiddler in the late 1700s, 
Tes got incurably bitten by the Irish music bug as a teenager. In her early 20s, she 
founded the Blue Ridge Irish Music School in Charlottesville, Virginia (now in its 

15th year of operation) and was a member of the contradance band Roaring Mary. During 
those years, Tes spent as much time in Ireland as she could manage, where she regularly 
played with fiddlers Connie O’Connell from Cill na Martra, Co. Cork, and Donal O’Connor 
from Brosna, Co. Kerry. She taught fiddle at the Maoin Cheoíl an Chlár in Ennis, County 
Clare, and got an MA in ethnomusicology from the University of Limerick. Upon returning 
to the States, she went back to graduate school, wrote a dissertation on women musicians in 
the early twentieth-century Irish nationalist movement, and received her Ph.D. in 
ethnomusicology from New York University. Tes currently teaches in the music department 
at Beloit College in Wisconsin, where she leads the college’s North Atlantic Music Ensemble. 
 

Seán Williams: Sean-nós Singing, Irish Culture, and SNNW Director 
Seán has been studying the Irish language and sean-nós singing since the 1970s. 
She worked closely with the great sean-nós singer Joe Heaney in the final years 
of his life, and has recently co-written with Lillis Ó Laoire a critical and award-
winning biography of Heaney’s life and works (Bright Star of the West: Joe Heaney, 

Irish Song-Man from Oxford University Press). A previous book, Focus: Traditional Irish Music 
(Routledge 2010) is currently in use in a number of universities in Ireland and North 
America. And her The Ethnomusicologists’ Cookbook: Complete Meals from Around the World was 
named one of the New York Times’ Top 20 Cookbooks of 2006.  She is a professor of Irish 
Studies and ethnomusicology at The Evergreen State College. 
 

Thank you for joining us! 
 

See you next year! 
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